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THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAING INTIMACY IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD
· We are now living in the perilous and lawless times that the Apostle Paul wrote about and Jesus spoke about

· At a time when so many people are looking for genuine hope, we as Christians have the answer

· As Christians we are meant to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world

· However we are now living at a time when it is more easily possible for Christians to be discouraged and distracted by the things of the world and the negative influences that we are continually subjected to

· I will now look at three Scriptures that describe the times that we are now living in

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
Jesus Himself said,
“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:10-13)
Finally we see an incredible statement from the unjust judge in the Parable of the Persistent Widow in the gospel of Luke,
“Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said, 

“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?”

“I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:6-8)

· Before I share eight reasons why it is so important that we are always intimate in our walk with the Lord I will just quickly mention six things that can stop us from maintaining our first love for Jesus Christ
i. Becoming too busy in life to spend quality time with the Lord

ii. Becoming inconsistent in our fellowship with other believers (We need to be accountable to other Christians for our own good)
iii. Seeking to gain our fulfilment from the things of this world (Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God)
iv. Becoming conformed to the ways of this world where money and possessions become too great a priority and focus in our life. Jesus Himself made it clear that we cannot serve God and mammon
v. When social media and the smart phone become too much of a focus in our life, and

vi. When we allow worldly thinking people to come into our inner circle of friends

· All of these things will begin to destroy the intimacy of our fellowship with the Lord
The Apostle John made this clear when he wrote,
“Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)
· I will now share EIGHT important reasons why we need to continually make our love for Jesus the greatest priority in our life, especially given the lawless days that we are now living in
1) It is the key to maintaining PEACE in our hearts and minds at all times

When we continually keep our focus on the LORD and His promises in His word we can maintain our peace at all times and in all circumstances

The more intimate we are in our walk with the Lord the more we have the knowing that God will ultimately work all things out for our own good

In the book of Isaiah we read, 
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
The more intimate we are in our walk with the Lord the more instinctively we will give our problems to the Lord in prayer. Nothing is impossible with God
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

Jesus Himself said, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (John 14:27)
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
2) It helps us to maintain a right PERSPECTIVE in life. That we are to be in the world but not of it

The Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

There is a song which has the words 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full, in His wonderful face

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace” 
The more intimate we become in our walk with the Lord the more we begin to live our lives with eternity in mind:
· That we have one life to store up treasures in heaven
· That our workplace and neighbourhood is also our missions field
· That we come into the world with nothing and that we leave this world with nothing but the legacy that we have left in living wholeheartedly for Christ
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.” (1 Timothy 6:6-7)
· The importance of helping others to come to Christ given the fact that there is a hell to shun and a heaven to gain, and

· That our primary focus and concern is on continually knowing  God’s unfolding will for our life

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
3) It helps us to have right PRIORITIES in the way that we live our life and the choices that we make in life

The more intimate we are in our walk with the Lord the more it will affect the way that we use our time, the choices that we make in life and how we use our resources and gifts and talents

The enemy will continually try and distract and discourage us from using our gifts and talents for the Kingdom Cause

However if our hearts are fully surrendered to the Lord we will have a Kingdom focus in how we live our lives and the choices that we make. 
AGAIN WE ONLY HAVE ONE RELATIVELY SHORT LIFE HERE ON EARTH IN RELATION TO ETERNITY TO STORE UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN
Being intimate in our walk with the Lord will help us to be successful in both our career and our God given calling in life. EVERY believer has an important ministry

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

When we look at the lives of the many great men and women of God such as Hudson Taylor, Billy Graham, Reinherd Bonnke and Mother Theresa we see that they all had a continual Kingdom focus for their lives 
That they all simply had Kingdom priorities in the way that they lived their lives and were continually prepared to sacrificially live for the Cause of Christ
4) There is great PRODUCTIVITY in our life when our lives are continually yielded to the Lord and when we continually allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our steps in life
God’s work done in His way will bear much eternal fruit. Maintaining intimacy in our walk with the Lord helps us to stay in the centre of God’s will for our life
In the book of Isaiah we read,

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

However without a whole hearted commitment and devotion to Jesus Christ we will invariably be distracted by the cares of this world, desires for others things and the deceitfulness of riches 
The simple fact is that the Christian walk is always one of rowing upstream against the tide of the spirit of this world and continually resisting the fiery darts of the enemy who will continually try and stop us from fulfilling our God given assignment here on earth

Jesus Himself said,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
5) Because PROMOTION and favour always comes from God when our hearts are right

In the book of James we read, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” (James 4:10)

When God was looking for a new king to replace King Saul He saw the faithful heart of David who was a mere shepherd boy

God knew where to find David and raised him up to be Israel’s greatest king because he was a man after God’s own heart

We see God sending the prophet Samuel to find and anoint David to be Israel’s next king in the book of 1 Samuel;
“Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will your mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jessie the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king from among his sons.” (1 Samuel 16:1)

“So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him!” (1 Samuel 16:6)

“But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

“Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.” (1 Samuel 16:11)

“So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good looking. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” (1 Samuel 16:12)
“Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.” (1 Samuel 16:13)

6) Because when we continually put Christ and the things of the Kingdom first in our life we can be assured of God’s PROVISION. That He will meet our every need in life 
As believers we can position ourselves to appropriate all of God’s promises in His word for our own lives
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)

One of these promises that we can appropriate for our own life is that if we put Christ and the things of the Kingdom first in our life we can be assured that every one of our needs will be met

Jesus Himself made this clear when He said, “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 

7) We have God’s PROTECTION when we maintain intimate fellowship with Him

The Psalmist wrote, “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, "He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust." Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler And from the perilous pestilence. He shall cover you with His feathers, And under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day, Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. A thousand may fall at your side, And ten thousand at your right hand; But it shall not come near you. Only with your eyes shall you look, And see the reward of the wicked. Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place, No evil shall befall you, Nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; For He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you in all your ways.” (Psalm 91:1-11)   AND
8) We are always ready and PREPARED for the time when all true believers will be raptured to be with the Lord always
Jesus Himself said, “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17)

“But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.” (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6)
· It is so crucial that we always seek to maintain a right heart towards God by not allowing the things of this world and other people to pull our heart away from a whole hearted devotion to Jesus Christ
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)
I will finish with two Scriptures that relate to our heart

Jesus Himself said,

“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

Jesus also said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

So may I encourage you in the times that we are now living in to make your relationship with the Lord your greatest priority in life! This is also the key to experiencing the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10
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